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Minutes of the Meeting

~

the

Regents of the University of New

~~1exico

October 25, 1944

I

The Regents met on Wednesday, October 25, 1944, at
2:00 o'clock p.m. in the Regents Room, pursuant to recess
on the preceding day.
Present:~

Sam G. Bratton
Jack Korber
Marie G. Milne
Adolfo c. Gonzales
FrB.nces Lee

Absent:

None

The Deans
all being present except Dean Farris -and the Comptroller were invited into the meeting. Judge
Bratton advised them of the plan for the administration
of the University until a President shall be chosen, or
until the 'Regents shall order otherwise, and read the
following statement to them:

Administration
of the University - Board of
Deans

We appreciate your willingness to collaborate with
us this afternoon •. We have chosen to make the
meeting strictly executive, and we shall appreciate
your confidence in that respect. We. are mindful
of the crisi.s which confronts the University.
We appreciate the responsibility which rests upon
us, and we are resolved to discharge it to the
very best of our ability. After very careful
consideration, it has been decided to keep the
position of president of the University liquid,
that is, we shall not undertake to fill it for
the present. We think too much is at stake to act
precipitously. During the past decade the University has passed through one period of its growth
and development. But we are confident that during
the next ten or fifteen years it will pass through
another, equally important and perhaps even more
so. And it goes without saying that the success
of the University or the lack of it for many years
ahead will depend in very large measure on the
person chosen to succeed Dr. Zimmerman. For these
reasons, we have decided to take our time and act
deliberately in making the choice. For the present,
we are not going to extend the invitation to any
one to become president. We do not know how long
the interim will last. But our plan is to select
the Deans as an administrative group or committee
to administer the academic affairs of the University, subject to the supervision of the Regents.
We realize that it means asking you to assume an

I

268
additional bu~den and to enlarge your responsibility.
But we have confidence that you will accept it and
will discharge it splendidly. We purpose to meet
regularly once a month and oftener if necessary.
At those meetings, we would like to have an appropriate
communication from you with suggestions or recommendations. Mr. Popejoy will continue as Comptroller,
and in that capacity will have oparge of the fiscal
-affairs •. We confidently believe that this plan can
and will work with success. We pledge to the University and to you as members of the committee our
active and energetic effort, and our full co-operation
during the crisis. The responsibility is ours, ·and
it is yours. We must work together to meet it.
Perhaps other Regents will. supplement this statement,
and then perhaps you will give us your reaction· to
the plan we have in mind.

I

Administratfon·of the
University

The Deans present and the Comptroller willingly accepted
the responsibility. The Regents thereupon determined to
meet regularly on the last Thursday in each month at 3:00
o'clock in the afternoon, and to hold special meetings
if necessary. The Administrative Board was requested·.
to have prepared arn appropriate ag.enda for the consideration of the Regents at their regular meetings.

I

It was determined- to continue IvJ.rs. Dixie Niemants
in the position of Secretary to the, President, it being
understood that she will render appropriate aid to the
administrative group, and the Comptroller was authorized
and directed to continue payment of her salary.

Secretary to
the Presidenl

The meeting recessed.

Date:

I

Signed:

/}~

M

~

Seer etary- Tr e~sur er·

